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The counts are in and they are ... varied.

There was no definitive trend among Western New York colleges this year regarding student
enrollment. Some public institutions set records while others saw declines. Some private
colleges rose while others fell.

And while it's accepted that students and parents are motivated more than ever by the cost
of education, there's also a sense that institutions have shaken off the shock of steep
declines in key recruiting pools.

They're doubling down on strong programs — such as D'Youville College in health care
and the University at Buffalo in engineering. They're pursuing new populations of under-
served students and instituting services to support them — such as Medaille and Villa Maria
colleges.

And they're pursuing innovative, potentially radical business strategies — such as the merger
being explored by St. Bonaventure University and Hilbert College.

"Everyone in the country wants to have more students," said Steven Harvey, executive
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director of WNY College Connection. "But the more important story is the significant
advances in the way they serve students and the focus on providing an education that's
meaningful in a competitive job market."

At Hilbert in the town of Hamburg, enrollment declined slightly, from 1,070 last year to
1,013 this fall. Full-time equivalent enrollment — a measure of the overall course load taken
by all students — declined from 953 last year to 903 now.

That's not a huge concern at the college, which has prioritized student quality and thus
faced competition from institutions such as Niagara University and Canisius College,
said Peter Burns, Hilbert vice president of enrollment management.

Better students have allowed Hilbert to increase retention from 62 percent to 74 percent in
the past five years.

"We're hanging tough," Burns said. "We're going to continue to try and expand programs,
and we're always looking to update and refresh programs to get them current with today's
workforce."

Below is a sampling of total and FTE enrollment numbers from other area colleges.

The University at Buffalo slightly bested last year's total enrollment record with 29,945
students, from 29,940 last year.
Canisius College saw total enrollment decline from 4,537 last year to 4,181 this year
and FTE enrollment fall from 3,996 to 3,752 in that span.
SUNY Buffalo State saw total enrollment fall slightly this year, down from 10,665 to
10,557. But the college also saw a huge increase with nearly 2,000 freshman, besting
the previous mark of 1,530 and creating a housing crunch that forced some students
to triple in dorms and others to stay at Canisius College dorms. Buffalo State's FTE
enrollment declined from 9,203 to 9,171.

Several small private colleges reported slight bumps. Villa Maria College in Cheektowaga
saw total enrollment increase from 465 to 490 while its FTE enrollment rose from 392 to
400.

Preliminary numbers for Daemen College in Amherst expect to show a slight increase from
last year's total enrollment of 2,888, while FTE enrollment is projected to increase from
2,263 to 2,270.

• Lack of interest in traditional strengths at the State University of New York at Fredonia
— particularly humanities and teaching programs — couldn't offset gains in STEM fields,
though leaders expected a drop this year. Total enrollment fell from 5,405 to 5,214.
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• D'Youville's total enrollment slipped slightly, from 3,079 to 3,026, and FTE enrollment did
about the same, from 2,726 to 2,605. Officials attributed the numbers to the stark
demographics in local recruiting pools.

• St. Bonaventure University saw total enrollment decline from 2,259 in fall 2013 to 2,167 in
fall 2014, and FTE enrollment fall from 2,199 to 2,099.

Dan Miner is Business First's enterprise reporter. He also covers education and
public companies.
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